Bladder
control no
laughing
matter

By Wanda McCormnell

t least once a
week, Eelli
Berzuk hears a

woman  say  she
laughed so hard she
peed her pants.

“And then they turn to
me and say: ‘that’s normal,
right?”

The answer, says Berruk,
is "no. And | have a big con-
cern that women accept it as
a normal part of aging or as
a consequence of child-
birtt.”

It's one reason why, after
elght vears as a physiothera-
pist specializing in incont-
nence and pelvic pain,
Berzuk has written a book
on the subject,

it's aptly titled 1 Laughed
Sof I Peed My Pants! A

Physiotherapist Kelli Berzuk says women shouldn’t ac-

cept incontinence as a normal conseguence of aging or

chiidbirth.
Woman's Fssential Guide

for Improved Bladder
Control.
MNaming the book was one

of the hardest dedsions for
the first-time author.

“T asked all my friends to
rate the title because [ was
wortied it would offend
someone, but 100 per cent
of them liked it," says
Berauik, 35.

The book explains the
causes of incontinence and
what women can do to pre-
vt or reduece if,

“Small changes to diet
and exercise can make sig-
nificant improvements for
most women,” says Berzuk,
who works  in the
Incontinence and Pelvic
Pain Clinic, a division of the
Nova Physiotherapy and
Sports Fitness Clinic located
in the Medical Arts Building.

Female incontinence s far
from rare, The Mayo Clinic
estimates that 50 per cent of
women in the U5, will ex-

ience the condition some
tirme in their lives,

Ith frequently becomes a

roblem during pregna
gr after dflhwgf Bll:!ld %ﬂﬂ
ing menopause,

What's surprising, says
Berzuk, is that it is also com-
mon among young, athletic
women who have never
been pregnant. [n  one
study, 28 per cent of 144
yvoung female athletes in-
volved in high impact sports

suffered from in-
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continence.






